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UNION SQUARE BENCHES

In response to a competition sponsored by the Somerville Arts Council ArtsUnion 
program, we produced an urban design scheme proposing enhancements to 
the three major ways that run through, and which largely define Union Square in 
Somerville, Massachusetts.  The judges chose to begin the development of our 
ideas by sponsoring two of our mahogany benches at a critical crosswalk in The 
Square.  Two more benches are currently being funded nearby.

The benches are intended to provide shelter from a busy avenue for sitting, eating, 
drinking coffee or waiting for a bus.  They are modular, and were fitted around 
existing granite bollards.  Aluminum masts provide a gateway for the crosswalk 
while also buttressing a wayfinding map provided by the City of Somerville.

Somerville, Massachusetts
2007

client City of Somerville

primary materials mahogany decking

completion date 2007

Scribing around stone ballard
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Site Plan
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Elevation, above, Installed Bench, below


